SUN YAT SEN AND THE CHINESE REPUBLIC

China and abroad I think that Sun's cheerful and
attractive name has been of at least some small
advantage to him.

There was, likewise, a disadvantage among the
Chinese as regards his surname. It seems re-
markable that Sun Yat Sen, belonging as he did
to one of the smallest tribal divisions, ever ob-
'tained the great following that he has. For, with
the Chinese, from a viewpoint of public popularity,
it is considered desirable to belong to one of the
more numerous families; the greater the family
; the more the relatives and the more the tribal
representation and consequent influence. All Chi-
nese consider themselves to be more or less related
if they have the same family name. With us when
John Smith is introduced to a man named Henry
Smith he does not consider that there is any rela-
tionship and regards the similarity of name as a
mere coincidence. But if a Chinese of the family
name of Li is introduced to another of the same
family name he will presumably declare:

"Ah, it is a pleasure to meet a new-found rela-
tive, for I perceive that we have the same an-
cestors. '9

There are few family names in China, and all
family names must have one syllable only. The
Lis, the Wongs, the Hwangs, the Lums, the Chuns,
and the Chongs make up some of the very large
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